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General Production Practices

ÅApply nutrients based on soil test (pH 5.8 to 6.2)

ÅAvoid excessive Mg and K

ÅAvoid fields with zinc 

ÅEstablish good rotations (cotton, corn, sorghum)

ÅPlant improved varieties in May

Å5 seed per foot of row on 36-inch rows

ÅConventional tillage

ÅIrrigate if possible

ÅInoculate with Bradyrhizobia for BNF

ÅApply calcium at pegging

ÅApply boron and manganese as needed

ÅDig and harvest in a timely manner

ÅControl pests using IPM practices





Peanut response to soil pH and gypsum rate.a

Gypsum rate

Soil pH 0 0.5X 1.0X

________ Percent of maximum yield ________

4.5 42 f 55 e 55 e

5.2 55 e 56 e 59 e

5.6 78 c 78 c 69 d

6.0 84 b 97 a 95 a

aData are pooled over 3 years.



Potash Recommendations for Peanuts as Related to 

Potassium Soil Test Index (K-I), NCDA&CS.*

Soil Test K-I Potash (K2O) in lbs/acre

0 150

10 120

20 90

30 70

40 40

50 30

60 10

70 0
*Crop fertilization based on N.C. soil tests; based on equation 15 for 

calculating rates of fertilizer 

https://www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/pdffiles/obook.pdf.

https://www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/pdffiles/obook.pdf




Applying Nitrogen to Peanuts

ÅConsider about 20 pounds N/acre on sandy soils to 

promote more rapid canopy closure and cooler soils 

at initial pegging

ÅApply 500 pounds AMS/acre as soon as you notice 

symptoms of N deficiency and it is apparent that 

nodulation is poor (less than 10 nodules per plant 45 

days after planting)

ÅWet fields can decrease activity of nodules and 

cause peanuts to have a yellow cast ïwhen fields 

dry they recover and generally the peanuts become 

green again

ÅApplied N is not recommended as a general rule for 

peanuts 
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Walton (3,483 lbs/acre) versus Bailey II (3,158 lbs/acre)



Planted May 4, image taken July 31


