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From The Director

/ ain is on everyone’s mind, one way or another. Dry weather has made corn harvest
a breeze, but hampered planting of early fall cover crops. Several cover crop species,
such as tillage radish, grow best when planted in the fall early enough to have

significant growth before they are winter damaged and/or killed with freezing temperatures.

Good corn harvest has led to poor to no germination in our early planted cover crops to date.

Of course, that is changing with rains from remnants of Hurricane lan. Check out the drought

monitor that classified us as a “severe drought” on September 29, 2022 (https://

droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA).

Map released: Thurs. September 29,

2022
Data valid: September 27, 2022 at 8 a.m. EDT

Intensity

None

DO (Abnormally Dry)

D1 (Moderate Drought)

D2 (Severe Drought)
- D3 (Extreme Drought)
- D4 (Exceptional Drought)

- No Data

We had a great time working with 3" graders in both Accomack and Northampton counties

with Farm Tour! Graduate students Joseph Haymaker, Ph.D. student in Soils and Nutrient
Management and Vipin Kumar, M.S. student in Weed Science, enjoyed showecasing their
research to students with hands-on activities. Joseph instructed students on the various soil

textures and taught them how to texture soil by feel, along with discussing fertilizer use
and cover crop management. Vipin awed students with his unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)
and through discussion on how UAVs can make us more efficient as we battle hard to Kkill
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herbicide resistant weeds on the Eastern Shore. Helene Doughty and Jim Jenerette, staff in

/ Entomology, showcased various insects that are important to Eastern Shore agriculture and

how to best control such pests in our production systems. Ultimately, we hope these students
have a better understanding of Eastern Shore agriculture, their environment, how food is

produced, and look forward to some of them considering the agricultural industry for future

il

careers.



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
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Agents Corner

Farm Tour — Accomack & Northampton County

Accomack and Northampton Counties both hosted successful Farm
Tour Days on September 20™ & 21 2022. Although this was the 24"
Annual Farm Tour Day for Accomack County, this was Northampton
County’s inaugural year. We were lucky to have beautiful, warm weath-
er to educate every 3™ grader on the Eastern Shore of Virginia for both
events. During the Farm Tours, Accomack County hosted close to 400 teachers, students, and chaperones
whereas Northampton County hosted close to 200 teachers, students, and chaperones. The events were
hosted at Duncan Farms (Accomack) in New Church, VA and Shore Breeze Farms (Northampton) in Cheri-
ton, VA.

Farm Tour Day is successful due to the time and effort from over 40 adult volunteers. THANK YOU to
VIMS - Wachapreague, Accomack & Northampton County Farm Bureau Boards, Northampton & Ac-
comack County Cooperative Extension, Eastern Shore Soil & Water Conservation District, USDA-NRCS,
Virginia Department of Forestry, Middlesex County Virginia Cooperative Extension, Eastern Shore AREC -
Virginia Tech, Bay View Farms, Virginia Soybean Association, VA Tech Eastern Shore AREC Entomology,
Virginia Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom, and the Eastern Shore of Virginia Master Gardener Association
for their dedication to educating each group of children at their booths.

One of the biggest highlights for the children was spray plane flyovers by Chorman Aerial (Accomack) and
Buntings Dustings (Northampton)! The children all left wanting to fly airplanes that swoop down! The
amount of ooohs and aaahs was contagious.

Most importantly, a huge thank you to Duncan Farms and the Holland Family in Accomack County and
Shore Breeze Farms and the Sturgis Family in Northampton County for allowing their farms to be taken
over during harvest season to give these students an true “on-farm” experience. Without their support
this event could not be successful.

Eastern Shore Agricultural Fair

Northampton County Cooperative Extension is co-hosting with the Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce
the Eastern Shore Agricultural Fair on Saturday, October 8”‘, 2022. This free and open to the public com-
munity event is returning for the 5™ time after a 2-year hiatus due to COVID-19. Lots of family-fun com-
petitions and educational experiences are planned. Come out Saturday, October 8™ from 10am — 2pm at
the old Northampton Middle School in Machipongo to join in the fun!

Please see the Schedule of Events flyer attached to this newsletter and visit the Chamber’s website:
https://www.esvachamber.org/esvaagfair
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Celebrate National Farmer’s Day on October 12th! This
day acknowledges the hard work of a farmer in supply-
ing food and materials to our nation and their contribu-
tion to our economy.

Did you know?

Individual farmers provide food for 6X as many peo-
ple as they did in the 1960s.

90% of Virginia farms are owned by families or individ-
uals, not corporations.

Virginia has 43,225 farms covering 7.8 million acres.

https.//www.vafb.com/membership-at-work/agriculture/agriculture-facts

FULL HUNTER MOON

October 9th marks the full hunter’s

hunting in preparation for the winter. and name, which is historically
The earliest known use of the term derived from Native Americans,
“hunter’s moon” appeared in the Ox- Colonial or European sources, and
ford English Dictionary in 1710. used in the Old Farmer’s Almanac.

THEOLD

FARMER’S ALMANAC
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Careers at Virginia Tech

Research Specialist/Associate (Job no. 521473)
Work type: staff

Eastern Shore AREC, Virginia Tech, weed science group at
Painter, VA, has advertised Research specialist/ Associate
position. BS in agricultural sciences with experience to han-
dle research and farm equipment is desired. Candidates
with high school education with significant practical field ex-
perience may also be considered. Shortlisting of candidates
will start after October 15, 2022. Interested candidates
please visit the Ilink and apply online. hiips:/
careers.pageuppeople.com/968/cw/en-us/job/521473/
research-specialist-sr

s SKILLS CHALLENGE

Hélene Doughty invites you to test

your entomology knowledge by
taking this short quiz!



https://tinyurl.com/esarecquizoct
https://tinyurl.com/esarecquizoct
https://careers.pageuppeople.com/968/cw/en-us/job/521473/research-specialist-sr
https://careers.pageuppeople.com/968/cw/en-us/job/521473/research-specialist-sr
https://careers.pageuppeople.com/968/cw/en-us/job/521473/research-specialist-sr
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Accomack County Farm Tour
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Northampton County Farm Tour




NATIONAL
CORNGROWERS
ASSOCIATION

The National Corn Growers Association (NCGA) is encouraging
growers to join its call-to-action and submit comments to the EPA on
the important role atrazine, a popular herbicide, plays in their work.

The call-to-action was launched over the summer as EPA began revising
its registration for atrazine. EPA is proposing a level of concern for
atrazine at 3.4 parts per billion, down from the current level of 15 parts
per billion.

The move would significantly impair the effective use of atrazine on
farms, according to NCGA.

“Atrazine allows corn growers to experience higher yields using less

land with fewer inputs, which is good for the environment and saves
growers money,” said Brooke S. Appleton, vice president of public policy
at the National Corn Growers Association. “Reducing the effectiveness
of this important herbicide will hinder the work of farmers and turn the
clock back on our conservation efforts.”

Since the organization launched the call to action on July 20, more than
3,000 growers have taken action through NCGA’s website. The
response on this issue needs to reflect its importance to our industry,
according to NCGA leadership.

EPA’s open comment period closes on October 7. You can join NCGA’s
effort by clicking here.



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MSiPyxrRv-3uf4gQbXeBr_3rcQPYhx_EjE9HrWZhB0lXfzr62DN2wiIxjvXjJd3t6sJ7Oim-TTcKaBFKmHq0LnRGCRkQj9LnSyGF27DGJ5gupdHQVwKRb3g9cPd9WgVHlJ43aVzvV2U=&c=rDT7RkabDutyi2QEBp3-6gfaxXCmM5QOg33IABPnzlC7WjosX0N4dQ==&ch=Dd75266NV7K4FZSOFEl6LKq3f8P1q0nzQBQyzNA8HkQsBjgGB4IPlA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MSiPyxrRv-3uf4gQbXeBr_3rcQPYhx_EjE9HrWZhB0lXfzr62DN2wmXVAWyACLwC4WqiEtgPI6oi6it1b-3TC0_G7zWwgSYxF-0PUbtw2YhZv0XokMNbwddP9_7ZY60ZmNCIsncjQV-ajP_-WxOr4xJjFPljd7iFMka2CDikV_InigwgEa9pwBJsaGYprLq5VjXICAC0Vx0=&c=rDT7RkabDutyi2QEBp3-6gfaxXCmM5QOg33IABPnzlC7WjosX0N4dQ==&ch=Dd75266NV7K4FZSOFEl6LKq3f8P1q0nzQBQyzNA8HkQsBjgGB4IPlA==
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SCHEDULE
OF EVENTS %

Eastern Shore Agricultural Fair

October 8,2022 | 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
7247 Young St., Machipongo, VA (old Northampton Middle School)
https://www.esvachamber.org/esvaagfair

10:00am Event Opens
10:30am  Baking Competition Judging
10:45am ANEC Lineman Climbing Demonstrations
11:00am Wader Relay Races
11:15am  Skillet Throwing (Men)
11:45am  Skillet Throwing (Women)
12:00pm Antique Tractor Parade
12:30pm  Oyster Shucking Contest
1:00pm Keg Rolling
All Day: Tractor Pull

Kids' Pedal Tractor Competitions and Kids' Archery

Educational Booths and Craft Vendors

Live Music by No Spare Time

Hay Rides

Kids" Area: Pumpkin Painting, Face Painting, Balloon

Animals and More! Kids' Area wristbands are $5.

Food: Cape Charles Lions Club, Mt. Nebo Meats and more
If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services or other accommodations to participate in this activity,

please notify Ursula Deitch at Northampton Cooperative Extension at (757) 678-7946 ext. 25 during business hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. *TDD number is (800) 828-1120.

Virginia Cooperative Extension
T Ve oo %

Virginia Tech. = Virginia State University

Virginia Cooperative Extansion is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State Univarsity, the U.5. Departmant of Agriculture, and
local governmants. [ts programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability. gender, gendar identity,
gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race. religion, sexual erientaticn, genetic information, military status, er

any other basis protected by law, [ C H A M B E R I
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Virginia Cooperative Extension

| Virginia Cooperative Extension brings the |

| Northampton County Accomack County resources of Virginia's land-grant universities, I
16392 Courthouse Rd 23185 Front St Virginia Tech and Virginia State University, to

| the people of the commonwealth. VCE |
PO Box 457 PO Box 60 ; . .

I ; provides education through programs in |
Eastville, VA 23347 Accomac, VA 23301 Agriculture and Natural Resources, Family and

| 757-678-7946 757-787-1361 Consumer Sciences, 4-H Youth Development |

[ and Community Viability. |

I Eastern Shore Agricultural Research and Extension Center ~ The Virginia Tech, Eastern Shore AREC is |

| committed to supporting commercial |
33446 Research Dr RC vegetable, grain, oilseed, and fiber production

I Painter, VA 23420 Q:; 2; ' throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia. I

| 757-807-6586 y Centrally located on W{'ginia s an:tern Shore, |

the center conducts basic and applied research
| httos/ www.arec vaes.vt eau/arec/eastern-shore.htmi I

on more than 25 agricultural crops.
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ESAREC & VCE Contact Information

ESAREC Faculty

Mark S. Reiter

Vijay Singh

Emmanuel Torres

Doug Higgins

Lorena Lopez

ESAREC Staff

VACANT

James Custis

Hélene Doughty

Andrew Fletcher

John Mason

Lauren Peyton Seltzer

VACANT

Work Phone

757/807-6576

757/807-6579

Phone
757/807-6596
757/807-6596
757/807-6592
757/807-6596

757/807-6582

757/807-6586
757/807-6583

Cell Phone

757/693-2556

479/713-0094
352/682-0708

517/803-0636
954/529-9042

Cell Phone

757/999-0780

7571710-5701

Director/Professor, Soils & Nutrient
Management

Assistant Professor, Weed Science
Assistant Professor, Horticulture
Assistant Professor, Plant Pathology

Postdoctoral Associate, Entomology

Title

Research Specialist, Weed Science
Farm Manager
Research Specialist, Entomology

Assistant Farm Manager

Research Specialist, Soils & Nutrient
Management

Executive Secretary Sr.

Research Specialist, Horticulture

16392 Courthouse Rd

ANR Agent, Northampton
Eastville, VA 23347

757/678-7946 County

Ursula Deitch

23185 Front St
Accomac, VA 23301

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs
and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national ongin, political affiliation, race, religion,
sexual orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law.

ANR Agent, Accomack

7571787-1361 County

Theresa Pittman

If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services or other accommodations to participate in any activity, please contact Lauren Seltzer at
757-807-6586* (*TDD number is (800) 828-1120) during business hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. to discuss accommodations.
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VIRGINIA AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION
EASTERN SHORE AGRICULTURAL

RESEARCH AND EXTENSION CENTER
VIRGINIA TECH

Virginia
Cooperative
Extens:on



mailto:ursula@vt.edu
mailto:tpittman@vt.edu
mailto:mreiter@vt.edu
mailto:v.singh@vt.edu
mailto:etorres@vt.edu
mailto:doughiggins@vt.edu
mailto::lorelopezq257@vt.edu
mailto:jcustis@vt.edu
mailto:hdoughty@vt.edu
mailto:alf20007@vt.edu
mailto:masonje@vt.edu
mailto:mlpeyton@vt.edu
https://www.arec.vaes.vt.edu/arec/eastern-shore.html

	The Stalk_ESAREC VCE Newsletter_Oct 2022.pdf
	The Stalk_ESAREC VCE Newsletter_Oct 2022.pdf

	The Stalk_ESAREC VCE Newsletter_Oct 2022
	Atrazine
	The Stalk_ESAREC VCE Newsletter_Oct 2022
	ES Ag Fair Schedule of Events 2022
	The Stalk_ESAREC VCE Newsletter_Oct 2022




